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Editor’s Preface

T would like to welcome you to the Dx/Rx Oncology Seriéiya
novel handbook series that focuses on the diagnosis and
management of malignancy. The topic of Dr. Carvajal's addi-
tion, Dx/Rx: Melanoma, is of increasing ifipoftanc® end
interest, not only because of the number of patiénts world-
wide who are afflicted with the disease but alég, impgitantly,
because of the slew of new drugs and tardets Aictively being
examined in this disease. In this book/jon wilifind up-to-date
information on current epidemiology 4ndythe Tfiltial work-up
for the disease. You will find chaps@addiefsing local and
regional disease, as well as sectionsion ofirrént standard-of -care
treatment and a look to the fituiél The new targets range
from improving the immiige résponse to the disease to inhi-
bition of a specific moleculafparget™at can drive the cancer
in patients. Much like the otherBigoks in the series, this book
uniquely conveys thisUnformation in easy-to-read bulleted
text with tables andyfigurés. I hope you enjoy this book along
with the rest of the seriei:

Manish A. Shah, MD



Pi'efacé

Melanoma has long been a challenging disease for both
patients and caretakers alike, with a notable dearth of effec-
tive treatment options for patients with advanced disease.
Recent progress in our understanding of the urflari¥ing binl-
ogy of melanoma, however, has led to promising advances'in
the management of this disease, with novel ifitaunoldzical
and “rargeted” therapies now offering thf possibility of
improved clinical outcomes for thésed patients, These
advances in the treatment of melancmadyare particularly
timely, because though the incidencg@Mpany®¥bmmon can-
cers is falling, the incidence of melanafnatontinues to rise
significantly.

Dx/Rx: Melanoma is a Pgctigal guide for medical train-
ees, general practitioners, d&matologists, and medical
oncologjsts that details the currentfimanagement of all stages
of melanoma. It providesthe most current information avail-
able on the epidemidlagy prevention, and management of
melanoma, including & cdmprehensive discussion of both
standard and invgstigagional systemic treatment options for
melanoma in the atljuvant and metastatic settings. With the
increasing publictg¥areness of melanoma, improvements in
both prim@#gand secondary prevention of this disease, and
progress 1 our Surgical and medical management of this
patiedfpapulation, there is reason for optimism that the
ingidenge of thelanoma, as well as the morbidity and mortal-
ity assdmated with this disease, will decline in the foresee-
able future.

Richard D. Carvajal, MD
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