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INTERPRETING SPINOZA

The philosophy of Spinoza is increasingly recognized as oldig a
position of crucial importance and influence in early %
Tic

thought, and in recent years it has been the focus of a
growing body ofscholarshlp In this volume of esga

in the field offer penetrating analyses of his views , neces-
sity, imagination, the mind, knowledge, history,sgci politics
The essays treat questions of perennial impor@n pinoza schol-
arship bur also constitute new and critica[$€ami s of his world-
view. Scholars of modern philosophy i e this volume as a
collection of some of the very best otk done on Spinoza’s
philosophy.

CHARLIE HUENEMANN Is Assoctate Prefessor of Philosophy at Urah
State University.
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Method of citation

Where references are by author and year of publication, fl rence
information may be found in the Bibliography.

The following abbreviations have been used in refer to Sphoza's
WTitings:

DPr Descartes’s “Principles of Philosoply” (Rem: ; ¥ Principiorum
Philosophiae, Pars { et 1, More Geo P trarae)

E Ethics (Ethica Ordine Geomerrico de

Ep Correspondence (Epistulac)

G Spinoza Opera. 4 vols. (bl 7), ed. Carl Gebhardr.
Hildesheim: Carl Winc

ST Short Treatise on God, n, and His Well-Being {(Korte

Verhandeling van Godly de Y ensch en des zelfs Welstand)
: n of the Intellect (Tractatus de Intellectus

TP (Tractatus Politicus)

TTP iHeal Treatise (Tractarus Theologico-Politicus)
References t ort Treatise on God, Man, and His Well-Being, the
Treatise v meéndation of the Intellect, the Political Treatise, and the

Theological-Poitfical Treatise are by chapter and, within chapters, some-
times also by the section numbers introduced in the Bruder edition of
Spinoza’s works and reproduced in many subsequent editions.

Some of the essays in this volume also employ further abbreviarions for
citations; they are explained within the notes of those essays.

References to the Correspondence are by letter number.

References to Descartes’s Ethics begin with an Arabic number denoting
the Part, and use the following common abbreviations:

a Axiom
c Corollary



X Method of citation

d Definition {when not following a Proposition number)

d Demonstration (when following a Proposition number}

da Definitions of the Affects (located towards the end of Ethics, Part 3)
P Proposition

5 Scholium (Note)

For example, “E 1prad.c1” refers to Ethics, Part 1, Proposition 14,
Demonstration and Corollary 1.



Introduction

Charlie Huenemann

Spinoza selected a seal for his correspondence that was bogh dgver and
fitting, fc was a design with his inicials, 2 stemmed rose, arfh @ word
“Caute,” or: with caution. We might suppose that he took thimmotro
for himself, to act always with caution; but since hi egonnoted
the rose (espina is Spanish for “thorn”™), it is more likel as advising
his correspondents to handle him with caution. nating visions
1o offer — buc beware the thorns' And his
them, as they discovered that Spinoza denie y things thoughr 1o be

and evil, heaven and hell, and the gxisr ;
became known as an impious ath rilosophers over the next two
centuries were boch artracted and sculgby whar he wrote.

Philosophers in more regenc®imeghave found Spinoza to be thorny as
well, perhaps not so mu fhis heretical views, but because of the
sheer difficulty of his g » the Exhics. It seems cha, in his accempt to
lay out his thought rly as possible, with sharp definitions, axioms,
and demonstratighg, Spindza made his philosophy well-nigh ungraspable.
Itis notaca ual¥o hear 2 well-intentioned reader despair, “I know
there is sognet werful in there, but I can’t quite get hold of it.” Still,
more and philosophers have found their way into this deductive
foreress, and have written about what they have found there in increasingly
clear and precise ways. This volume of essays, we hope, adds to this broad,
communal efforr of excavation and interpreration, not only of the Erbics,
but of his treatises on theology and politics as well. There are indeed many
powerful things in Spinoza’s philosophy, and we can make sense of a great
many of them.

One great virwe of this collection of essays is that they provide penetrat-
ing discussion of three important domains of Spinoza’s philosophy: meta-
physics, psychology, and politics. Furthermore, while these essays were
writeen independently for this volume, several interesting connections can
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