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same measure that it, in an innate and niturhl manner, is shying away
from the Book of Allah. But what can it do now that it has become

! The people of the' noble Prophet's (s) house related 10 him by blood.
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enmeshed in that entanglement as a result of its own reaction in regard
to the Book of Allah?!

For this reason, this comprehensive set [of books] namely ‘The
Quran from the Viewpoint of the Qur’an’, by outlining and
researching every one of the particular subjects of the Qur'an and
presenting them to the Islamic and Qur’anic community, more than
ever before makes us acquainted with the only eternal divine miracle,
i.e, the Quran and consequently guides and draws us closer.to the
goal we had earlier referred to as the Rule of the Qur’an. Therefore in
this volume, by outlining the theme ‘Shunning the Qur’an’, we will
get fam111anzed with yet another part of the pa.mcular aspects of the
Qur’an. Of course whatcver we say in connectlon Wlth thlS divine
book, we wnll still not have dong justice to it; our conceptlon of it is
simply gomg to be another perceptmn and this is something which
researchers and students of the Qur’an in the whole course of hlstory
" had and have admitted and acknowledged also, amongst them Fakhr
Ram who at the end of his life concedes: .
‘I deliberated on theological methods as we!l as phdosapk:cat
approaches; I dzd not notice them cure the sick nor satiafe the‘
rh:rsty I dtscerned that rhe handzesr way was to study the appraach
of the Qur an, and every person who expenments hke I d;d will

- g

attain mszght similar to that of mine.’ e
Likewise the rencwned author the late Sayyid Qutb hints at greatly
mterestmg and pleasant matters in the introduction of his book entitled
‘A Technical Image in the Glonous Qur an under the theme 1

dlscovered the Qur an and says: - e
e Y0 ' oo

LT RPRTRN T ST G TR TRU RN TIL I R ¥ { I: SRR - S 1t

11

! Knowledge of the Qur’an Page 7
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“This book' has a story; as story which  was incumbent to keep
confided to myself for as long as the manuscript had not reached [the
stage of ] publication but today 1 am compelled to divulge that secret
story because the work has been sent for publishing.

During my childhood when I could recite the/Qur’an for the first time,
I used to perceive certain [enigmatic] things regardless that my mind
was not able to comprehend the high meanings its verses.

When 1 was reading some of the verses; intriguing pictures and images
pertinent to the verses’ purports could be formed in my mind. I used to
derive exceptional pleasure from these’ pure images and -from the
creative power of the Qur’an; and with that L'used to be in good humeor
and high spirits for days on end. Those days elapsed [and they are
gone] with their sweet memories. . | - :

‘When I set foot in the school environment and-in centers of learning
and studied the interpretive elucidations of the Qui’an in books of
exegesis, and pondered on the assertion of this and that scholar and
the various possible excgeses [available], I noticed that in the deepest
recesses of my inner being, there was no longer to be found any trace
of those soul nourishing images and that exciting beauty which I used
to see in my childhood. &

I was surprised; was this not that same Qur’an which I used to recite
during childheod and from whose meanings I used to derive so much
gratification? Why has it today become so difficult and complex as
well as devoid of that spirit'and beauty? 1s .this .another Qur’an?!
Where arg those lively and soul-nourishing images?

1 was impelled to forsake the assertions of this and that scholar as well
as to abandon those varied possibilities and occasionally the
vagueness. I embarked upon a profoundly deep study of the Qur’an

' He means his own book ‘A Technical Imnge in the Glorious Qur’an.”
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Jitself and carried out research in the Qur’an itseif; not in the claims of
this or that person!s vy it ey Lot o ol Hs g wh
I noticed the Qur’an once more manifesting to me its same attractive
and captivating aspect- as' well -as those same -exeiting. and soul-
nourishing images. 1 was bewitched' by these aspects [and images]:-Of
course . these images and pictures which I was observing at this time
were not as simple as those that I used to peréeive during the days of
my childhood;.in those childhood days.l only used to see lively and
soulful 'images but: nowadays.1:¢ould also perceive higher aims and
greater goals behind them; and there is perpetual attraction and eternal
captivation in both thesc states.. Thank:Allah that:] discovered the
Qurian:..ts . %Y 0 L L s B ol e can
That day I decided to put forward-as the object of special study that
lively. and: soulful image which:no.pen has the ability to describe as
accurately as it is outlined by the Qur’an in the mind of the reader,
hence the foundation for writing this book' was laid. 2 e = - -
One of the contemporary intellectuals and ‘authors quotes this matter
from Sayyid Qutb and thereafterwrites: i e -am 4.0 4. st
“The"discussion which.this renowned ‘Muslim :author in.regard to
discovering the Qur’an mentions is a very interesting:and appealing’
discourse, but it ought not to be-overlooked that this' discussion has
only been pursued:from the viewpoint of: comprehending ‘the lively
and  very vsenmsitive .meanings of sthe Qur’an,tdespite that.-if !the
aforementioned [author] -had followed this truth*from the perspective
of the external"embodiment and actualization of:the realities of the
Quran in“the inner folds of our (i;e the Muslims’) deeds, he would

il herdWor Ll dwm S HUAL o, Gor, owewd 0 oy a1
pe il w b ha o ol wvean v soen Lot e L ape

* A Technical Image in the Glorious Quran -
? The Qur"an sind the Last Prophet (s)Page 16 B
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. -

_have perceived this truth that-he [too)-had. not yet.discovered the
Quran. . . s S G E e Ca e
From the outlook of conceiving the lively purports of the Qur’an, this
great writer is right; -but from-the perspective of the actualization of
these meanings, it must be-said that we have lost the. Qur’an. We, that
is to- say the majority of the world Muslims, the bulk of people who
-have faith in the Qur’an and who claim to be Mushims, have truelly
Jost the Qur’an..lt is a pity that a great many of us are practically
ignorant about the truth of the high . teachings.-and.the soul .of the
meanings of this great heavenly book-and its enlightening lessons.’'. ..

- Yes, the truth is that this contemporary eminent scholar, with all his
being and with immeasurable sadness and- sorrow, has openly spoken
out as to why we the Muslims.and the believers do not enjoy. the
benefits of the Rule of the Qurian because of shunning and turning
away' from it. He has stated.-why the faithful in a lot.of Islamic
countries are completely deprived of the -governance of this divine
book regardless that we have the best laws and superior regulations at
our disposal; precepts which guarantee [the best for] mankind and are
also. enforceable as.well as practicable in every age and place, in
addition 1o remaining the most reliable and comprehensive injunctions
.until the rising of the resurrection, and on account of having this book
there was never.and there will, never be any kind of apprehension,
dread and,worry..in regard to legislating the ordinances needed by
mankind.  Unfortunately = regardless of = all -these .[superior]
characteristics of the Gracious Qur'an, we arte still deprived of its
benefits despite that Amir al Mu’mineen Imam Ali (a) stated;

. ol . - . - .
P T _, 4 ) I

‘ The Qur'an and the Lnst Prophet (s} Page 18
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- ‘Know that no-one will need ‘anything after (guidance frow)' the
Qur’an and no one will be free from want of (guidance from) the
Qurian.’! *ow s andl ot ow giiaraa o .

*Itis because this’ very negligence of outs that in ome of his {other]
sermons the chivalrous Imam (a) opéned his lips-ifi dignity afid stated:
‘I complain 6 Allah . about ' persons who livé ignorant.and die
' misguided, For them riothing is more worthless than thé Qur’an’if it
is recited as it should be recited, nor anything more valuable than

“the' Qur’an-if it verses are removed from their places, fror anything
more vicious than.virtue nor moré virtuous than vice,” " "iiws

+Wé will mention one point for the eager readers of this set [of books]

.in the hope that Muslims, by acquiring ‘more knowledge -about the
depth and-highness of this boundless divine otean, will manage to

.establish the authority of the Qur’an in“the ontological world as well
as in:all the aspects-of their daily-lives so as to ‘attain, tinder the
atspices of the Book-of Allah, worldly prosperity and heavenly bliss.-
:And that point is that if our foundation- ifi the same way that we stdted
in the introduction of the first velume of this set of books (Thé-Book
from the Viewpoint+of. the. Qur’an)-* was 'based -on presenting the
themes under.research inthis sketch-in alphabetical order’, and in'the
saine way that we predicted it is expected that the foundations will not
be: so- academic, *now: also after thé - publication of “d' numiber -of
volumes, weshave éome‘to this cori¢lusion that'some of the issues and
aspects and viewpoints related to the general outline of this sét do not
permit us £6 ‘render that basis (namely artanging the publication of
specific topics of this sketch in alphabetical order) practical; therefore
after the themes ‘Listening to the Qur’an’, ‘Following the Qur’an’ and

! Nahjul Balagha (the Peak of Eloquence) seron 175 translation of Seyyid Ali Reza
2 Nahjul Balagha (the Pak f Eloquence) sermon number 17 translation of Soyyid Ali Reza

> The alphabetical order refesred to here is the Persian one, not the English atphabetical order * el



17 & preface

‘Holding Fast to the Qur'an’ it was thought that now is the turn for
‘Shunning the Qur’an’; it is for this reason that the third volume of
this set is dedicated to this theme.

At the end we thank and honor all the beloved people who jointly
worked on this sketch, especially the Sirs Abdullah Muhammadi and
Muhammad Muhebbi who did the leading work on this set and still
continue to do so. We ask Allah the Self-Sufficient to grant His grace

to everyone.
Wa Salaam Alaikum wa Rahmatuiullah wa Barakatuhu

Qum, Ahsanul Hadith Institute
Sahib Ali Muhibbi
28" of Shaban 1423 Hegira
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