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Preface

This is a timely and important publication for Iran, in view both of the increasing
urgency of developing uppropriate strategies for achieving sustainable forms of
development m a middle-income country and the great wealth of local and
ceologicel knowledge the is present in this country, Howcever, as in many other
similar countries in the world, the value of such knowledge as a_resource for
cnvironmental sustainability and the importance of preserving dhe v ditional life-
styles and practices of tribal and pastoral peoples is poorly recogni.d. ilence, the
scope of this book in not only examining the role ofisue’s » awledege in ensuring
sustainable development and the place that local and i igeno s peoples play in
developing, maintaining and transmitting such knoy led .o but also, and importantly,
in the range of obligations placed on States & int¢ »»/onal law in the ficlds of
human rights. environmental and cultural Yerit Ze 1.0 to protect this knowledge and
the rights and ways of lite of these pelplc. A i ther important aspect of this book
and the research on which it is base ' (" »way in which it manages to marry an
examination of the notiens Caderlying sustainable development and traditional
ccological knowledge - fro aohoh social science and legal perspectives — with the
international legal con Xt .oy hich they operate.

Sustainable developrisnc is 4 much-mentioned concept ané one that has many
meanings in di terct contexts. A strength of this work is to clarify what sustainable
development “mems in the context of environmental sustainability and legal
regulation of this and, in particular to explain the significance of the notion of
‘integration” to sustainable development. This notion is a key one that has not been
given enough attention and one that policy- and law-makers muost understand better
and pay more atlention to in the future: this book will serve as a valuable guide to
them on how this can be done. Other key issues that this research clarifies are
identifying who local and indigenous people are tor the purposes of this study and
the nature and importance of their ecological knowledge: it also helps to clarify the
scope and content of the legal obligations that are placed on Governments by

international law in the ficld of sustainable development. This last is an issue that
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has not received sufticient attention up until now and is an essential step in ensuring
cffective implementation of the concept of sustainable development in national legal
systems.

Although there exist in the international literature monographs and articles that
address various aspects of this question - sustainable development from different
scientific perspectives, the taditional ecological knowledge of local and indigenous
peoples, the human rights protecting indigenous peoples and minorities and the
protection of this under cultural heritage law — there are very few authors who have
addressed this topic from the comprehensive approach taken here. This is ue, in
pariicular, of the literature in the Persian language [1 assume this is true! ] ad s
makes the contribution of this book even greater,

This book can be of value to a wide readership, both expert < d inf rested lay-
person. It has a particular value to those cngaged in polic - 2/« law-making in the
arca of cnvironmental protection as well as prowtion ard safeguarding of
traditional culture and heritage. Beyond these, /o wr ¢ be L valuable resource for
university-level students, teachers and reslarci rs_ ‘0 several disciphnes: law
{eovironmental, human rights, culturar  ciige, international and public,
anthropoiogy, sociology and environ. wenial scences. It will also be of intercst to
members of the local and indigend 1soc nmunitics who are the book’s main subject
since it sets out the rights the they cave with regard to their traditional knowledge
and how they can demand wotoction under law for this.

Finally, as the Main S rpey ot or of the Thesis that has become this book, I would hike
10 express my plossiee that the institution of a Masters Degree m Tinvironmental
Law has bome =it in this publication which 1 belicve makes a valuable
contribution to the lepal and non-legal knowledge of this important as aspect of the

environment and 1ts protection.

>r Janet Blake
Faculty of Law Shahid Beheshti University
Tehran 21 Tir 1393,
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