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Foreword

The study of literature is a multifaceted phenomenon and various
approaches to it have emerged emphasizing different strands of the complex
activity. Two important aspects of the study of literature are its
understanding and enjoyment.

Stylistics has developed during the last forty years as a complement to
traditional literary criticism and has close affinity to practical criticism, New
criticism and other text-centred approaches. [t makes us concentrate ¢n
identification and description of formal and structural features of the text
and their functions within the universe of discourse. Stylistics i no longer a
homogeneous and consistent approach. While conventional stylistics ignores
the contributton of factors like intentionality and intec-textuality, attempts
have recently been made to incorporate them into stylistic'analysis. 1t must
be noted the same stylisticians still confine themselves to what I label
‘descriptive stylistics’ and refuse to relate description to interpretation. 1
believe that the true usefulness of stylistics resides in an effort to
demonstrate the relevance of ‘significant” description to interpretation,
which has been meticulously attempted in the current work.

" Pragmatics is another branch of study that has developed during the last fifty

years or s0. It explores the role of the situational context in the formulation
of meaning. [t studies language not in isclation but in its socio-cultural
context. Various principles of language use have been identified and
theories have been developed, which help us in analyzing language more
efficiently. As one of the valuable methods to the study of literature, a
pragmatic approach certainly adds to the undersitanding and enjoyment of
literary works by encouraging the reader to explore the hidden agenda and
various layers of meaning suggested on the basis of both linguistic
evidences and contextual data in the concerned works.

The present book views the stylistic method to literature and the pragmatic
method to literature as two separate approaches, preseniing them in two
separate sections. It offers a competent theoretical discussion of the issues
involved in the two approaches. A very useful aspect of the book is the
abundant analysis of literary texts(fiction and poetry),which is insightful and
rewarding. [ am convinced that the book is very useful to those interested in
the study of literature in the light of the stylistic and pragmatic approaches.

Shridhar Gokhale
Professor

English Department
University of Pune, India



